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Sioux Valley Energy Economic Development & Community Relations 
Executive Brandon Lane

That’s the scenario Sioux Valley Energy is working 
to avoid in its rural communities with REVIVE 2030, a 
program the Colman, South Dakota-based co-op built 
as a vehicle to spark growth through economic and 
community development projects. It was developed 
after Sioux Valley Energy’s directors incorporated 
development into the co-op’s strategic plan.

After a pandemic pause, the co-op held two commu-
nity input sessions in late 2021 and early 2022 guided 
by outside facilitators with an array of local stakehold-
ers. The co-op learned something surprising: Commu-
nities didn’t necessarily want cash.

“The feedback was clear,” says Carrie Vugteveen, 
Sioux Valley Energy’s vice president of public rela-
tions. “Communities needed ‘boots on the ground’ 
assistance, someone with knowledge of how economic
development works and who can actually be out in 
the communities.”

Based on that feedback, SVE decided to expand its 
community and economic development team. Today, 
Brandon Lane, an economic development professional, 
and Jay Buchholz, already active in co-op community 
relations, meet regularly with elected of� cials, plan-
ners, business owners and other stakeholders in seven 
counties in South Dakota and Minnesota.

“Sometimes people aren’t always sure what’s
available to them or how to get to and utilize those 
resources,” says Lane, who sometimes logs hundreds 
of miles a week visiting different areas. “We’re there to 
help them uncover what their community wants for a 
better quality of life, and we’ll help them �ll the voids.”

While the participating towns differ in size and 
makeup, Lane and Buchholz identi� ed three common 
areas of concern: lack of workforce housing, day care 
and water access.

In Colton, South Dakota, stakeholders are leveraging 
a $15,000 inaugural investment from REVIVE 2030 to 
help the newly formed Colton Economic Development 
Group � nance several projects, including a 70-acre,
49-home housing development and nighttime lighting 
for local baseball games to attract families, says Colton
Mayor Trevor Bunde.

“Sioux Valley members should be really proud they 
are part of an electric co-op that makes investments 
into communities like this,” Bunde says.

Progress is incremental, as many economic develop-
ment experts know, but that “shock” that Bunde was 
seeking to energize the community is happening.

“I see our potential,” he says. “And it feels good to 
have someone like Sioux Valley behind you.”

By Victoria A. Rocha
Sioux Valley Energy General Manager and CEO Tim 

McCarthy has fond memories of the small Illinois town 
where he grew up. But to his dismay, the area is now a 
shadow of its former self.

“I could have just cried driving through the town, 
because it’s lost all sense of identity,” McCarthy says 
of a recent trip to visit his mother. “People used to 
keep their properties up, and it was a nice little place 
to grow up, and now it’s a ghost town. … It pains me to 
see that.”

‘EVERY STEP OF 
THE WAY’: SVE 
HELPS REVIVE 
LOCAL TOWNS
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Integrated Distribution Resource Planning, or IDRP, is a holistic approach to utility planning that promises 

to make the grid more nimble, more resilient and more secure. It emphasizes collaboration and trans-

parency between power producers, regulators and users to optimize the inclusion of all grid assets, 

including distributed generation, storage, monitoring tools, system data and controllable

end-user devices. For distribution co-ops, IDRP could involve closer and more dynamic interaction 

with their G&Ts and new modeling tools that facilitate joint planning and coordinated grid 

operations that will have a broad impact on how co-ops conduct everything from load 

forecasting and infrastructure planning to purchasing and staffing.
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G&Ts will need to integrate their systems, 

tools and work groups to facilitate open 

communication with their distribution 

co-ops' system monitoring tools.

Federal and 
state policies

Rules that constrain sharing of

information between generation, 

transmission and distribution entities 

may need to be revisited to enable IDRP.

Distribution co-op
IDRP will help co-ops tailor planning, 

investments and operations to 

their member needs and 

technological advances.

DER

Hardware and software

The ability to integrate system-wide 

distributed energy resources into 

the grid in real time is a key 

function of IDRP.

New investments in monitoring, communication and 

control technologies and new software to analyze and 

manage data will be needed to facilitate IDRP. 
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